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All Kids Under 18 Visit Berkshire Museum Free in 2020 
New initiative launches January 2, 2020 

 
 

 
[PITTSFIELD, MA] – All visitors under 18 years of age will enjoy free admission to Berkshire 

Museum in 2020 through a new initiative honoring Museum Trustee and former President 

Elizabeth “Buzz” McGraw. The unlimited free admissions, playfully titled “FreeBee” 

tickets, for the Museum’s youngest patrons were funded in full by the generosity of 

donors at last summer’s Wine Gala event which raised more than $300,000 to support 

the Museum’s education programs and expand free access to all children. The FreeBee 

program begins Tuesday, January 2, 2020. 

“With the Museum’s future secured, we are proud to throw open the doors of the 

Museum to welcome in all of the children in our community at no cost to their families,” 

said Jeff Rodgers, Berkshire Museum’s Executive Director. “We are grateful to those in 

the community who have made it possible to give back in such a powerful way.” 

Children may now explore the Museum’s many exhibitions free of charge including: 

• The Art of Warner Bros. Cartoons, opening January 25; 

• Festival of Trees 2019: Heroes, on view through January 5; 

• She Shapes History, on view through May 10; 

• Lab 102; 

• Window on the World; 

• Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation; 

• And many more. 

Many of the Museum’s gallery programs will also be free for children under 18, 

including: 
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• The Art of Warner Bros. Cartoons Opening Celebration, Saturday, January 25, 1 

to 5 pm; 

• Tom and Jerry Day, Saturday, February 8, noon to 4 pm; 

• Ten Days of Play Daily Play and Daily Aquarium Programs, February 14 to 23; 

• WeeMuse Littlest Learners for ages 6 to 18 months, Tuesdays at 10:30 am; 

• WeeMuse Adventures for ages 18 months to 3 years, Fridays at 11 am; 

• WeeMuse Art Lab for ages 3 to 5 years, every first Saturday at 11 am; 

• Kitchen Ka-Boom! for ages 5 to 10 years, every fourth Saturday at 11 am; 

• Chow Time in the Aquarium, Saturdays at 12:45 pm; 

• Discovery Tank Program, Sundays at 1 pm. 

FreeBee tickets are part of a larger effort by Berkshire Museum to remove the financial 

barriers that can limit visitation. The Museum has provided free admission to more than 

7,000 guests since 2015 through the Museums for All and EBT Card to Culture programs. 

During the 2018-2019 school year, the Museum invited all schools regardless of location 

to visit free of charge for the first time, welcoming 264 classes from 82 schools across 4 

states. Both programs will continue to provide no-cost access to the Museum’s 

exhibitions and educational programs through 2020 alongside the FreeBee ticket 

initiative. EBT Card to Culture is a collaboration between the Mass Cultural Council and 

the Executive Office of Health and Human Services’ Department of Transitional 

Assistance. Free school visits are made possible by the generous support of Greylock 

Federal Credit Union, the Beauregard Family, and the community. 

 “The center of the Museum’s mission is education which is so near and dear to me.  I 

am so honored to be recognized in this way and thrilled that this wonderful museum will 

be even more accessible and more valuable to the young people of Berkshire County 

and this region,” Elizabeth McGraw said shortly after the initiative was announced in 

June of 2020. “Everyone’s generosity that evening was astounding and the support for 

the Berkshire Museum is stronger than ever. There is so much to learn and discover at 

the Berkshire Museum and now the youth in our community can return again and again 

in 2020.” 

 



 

About Berkshire Museum 
Located at 39 South Street in downtown Pittsfield, MA, Berkshire Museum combines art, 

science, and history to create thought-provoking experiences for the whole family 

through interactive programs and interdisciplinary exhibitions. The Museum is open 

Monday through Saturday from 10 am to 5 pm and Sunday noon to 5 pm. Admission is 

$13; free admission for children 17 and under, Museum members, and EBT cardholders. 

For more information, visit www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  
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