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Berkshire Museum  

Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion  
Exhibition Extended through September 8 

13,000th visitor welcomed this week  
 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] – Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion at the Berkshire Museum has 

been extended through September 8 due to popular demand.  

 

Since opening on February 9 of this year, Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion has 

driven increased visitor volume, drawing nearly 50% more visits this winter and spring 

than during the same period in 2018. The exhibition, which was scheduled to end May 

19, will now continue through the busy summer tourism season, ending after Labor Day.  

 

Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion combines the drawings and mechanical 

inventions of one of the world’s greatest thinkers with the history of his life in a hands-on 

experience for all ages. Museum visitors are invited to use cranks, levers, and pulleys to 

test many of the 40 full-size working models of Leonardo da Vinci’s innovative designs 

featured in the exhibition including a printing press, crane, and early odometer. Several 

of Leonardo’s flying machines, a wooden battle tank, and a Renaissance robot are 

also on view. The exhibition is a Feigenbaum Innovative Experience, which is a multi-

year series of engaging, interdisciplinary programming, generously sponsored by the 

Feigenbaum Foundation. 

 

“We’re excited to be able to offer this hands-on exhibit to our summertime visitors,” said 

Berkshire Museum Executive Director Jeff Rodgers, “it’s a must-see for kids, families, and 

adults who want to experience the inspirational genius of da Vinci through his art and 

inventions.” 



 

The exhibition’s extended run also affords additional time for area students to test 

Leonardo’s mechanisms and design their own simple machines in the Museum’s 

educator-led program, da Vinci Machines. Since February 9, more than 1,600 students 

have visited the exhibition free of charge thanks to the generous underwriting support 

of Greylock Federal Credit Union, the Beauregard Family, and the Berkshire community. 

Since school visits became free to any teacher, teaching any grade, at any school at 

the start of the 2018-2019 school year, groups from more than 87 schools have utilized 

the program, 30 of them visiting the Museum for the first time. 

 

Charlotte Green recently brought her class from Miss Hall’s School in Pittsfield to 

experience the exhibition as part of their study of the Renaissance, Leonardo da Vinci, 

and his innovations. “It was great for students to see many of the inventions they had 

read about demonstrated in physical form,” she said, noting that her ninth-grade 

students “love to interact with the exhibits, too.” 

 

The 40 machines in the exhibit were meticulously crafted by scientists and skilled artisans 

in collaboration with the Leonardo da Vinci Museum in Florence, Italy, and inspired by 

designs from the Renaissance thinker’s notebooks. The exhibition includes several large-

scale models including a life-sized armored tank and a glider. The models are 

fabricated with careful attention to the types of materials that would have been used 

in Leonardo’s era and are described in his manuscripts. Faithfully adhering to artist’s 

instructions and utilizing the tools of his time, they are hand-crafted with wood, rope, 

and glue. Graphic displays and videos explain the life and legacy of Leonardo, and 

provide context for his inventiveness and designs. The History Channel video, Da Vinci & 

The Code He Lived By, plays in one of the galleries. 

 

About Berkshire Museum 
Berkshire Museum is located at 39 South Street (Route 7) in Pittsfield, MA. The Museum is 

open Monday through Saturday from 10 am to 5 pm and Sunday noon to 5 pm 

Admission is $13 adult, $6 child (under 18); free admission for Museum members, EBT 



cardholders, and children age 3 and under. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  
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