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BERKSHIRE MUSEUM VISITS NOW FREE TO ANY SCHOOL  
Museum Also Provides Valuable Educators’ Guide and Resources 

 
(Pittsfield, Mass.) - Strengthening and expanding opportunities for area school children 

and educators, Berkshire Museum is offering free school visits to the Museum for all 

students during the 2018-2019 academic year. Any teacher, teaching any grade, in any 

school, can bring their students to Berkshire Museum for free for an unlimited number of 

visits.  

 

Free admission for students and educators coincides with the publication of the 

Museum’s 2018-2019 Educators’ Guide, which outlines opportunities that exist in the 

Museum for interdisciplinary learning that builds on curriculum and classroom standards. 

Berkshire Museum is an increasingly important partner to schools and educational 

programs in the region, providing in the last year more than 29,000 experiences for area 

children and offering educator-led programming to sixty-four schools from 

Massachusetts, Connecticut, Vermont, and New York.  

 

Pittsfield students have been coming to the Museum on class visits free, for more than a 

decade, thanks to continued sponsorship from Greylock Federal Credit Union and 

others. Now, with the funds raised at the Berkshire Museum’s annual gala and 

additional funds from the Beauregard family, the Museum is able to expand this 

program to increase access to the Museum for all schools, both public and private, 

including those beyond county limits for the current academic year. 

 

In an ongoing effort to promote greater access for all visitors to the Museum, the 

Museum also participates in two special admission programs: Museums for All, a 

signature access program of the Association of Children’s Museums and the Institute of 

Museum and Library Services, and the Massachusetts Cultural Council’s new EBT 

Card to Culture initiative, undertaken in partnership with the Executive Office of Health 
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and Human Services and their Department of Transitional Assistance. These programs 

enable low-income families to visit Berkshire Museum free with the presentation of an 

Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) card. Furthermore, any student at Herberg Middle 

School, Reid Middle School, Taconic High School, or Pittsfield High School may present 

their student ID at the door to gain free admission between the hours of 2:00 and 5:00 

p.m. on weekdays.  

 

Outreach to educators and learners outside the Museum also continues. Last year, the 

Museum implemented 18 programs in 11 schools and seven libraries or community 

centers. This academic year will also feature a new pilot program titled Cultural 

Connections. This program grants “time” in the form of Museum educators teaching a 

class at school, which in turn allows teachers to observe or collaborate with another 

teacher in the school, and to take time for continued professional development. 

 

The free school access program is augmented by the publication of the Museum’s 

annual 2018-2019 Educators’ Guide, which outlines the resources offered by the 

Museum’s Education Department. Aligned with school curriculum, the guide features 

educator-led programming and a calendar that highlights important Museum dates 

and programs, and descriptions of current and upcoming exhibitions. The programming 

also features creative strategies for integrating interdisciplinary learning into the 

classroom by utilizing the resources that the Museum provides. 

 

The Guide breaks down the Museum’s educator-led programs into specific content 

areas that foster interdisciplinary learning: Living World, Shaping History, Human Fabric, 

Perceive and Process, and Make and Create. Each programming thread reinforces 21st 

century skills through object-based experiences. The dedicated education staff at the 

Museum will work with teachers to build out experiences to meet the needs of their 

class, whether it is within one programming thread in one visit or multiple threads on 

visits throughout the year.  

 



The Educators’ Guide is available on the Museum’s website (berkshiremuseum.org) and 

printed copies will be distributed to areas schools. To receive a printed copy, please 

contact Kendra Knisley at kknisley@berkshiremuseum.org. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum is 

open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. 

For more information, visit www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.   

 

The Berkshire Museum integrates science, history, and the arts in dynamic educational 

and engaging programs and exhibitions for visitors of all ages. Josh Simpson: Galactic 

Landscapes is open to the public through January 6, 2019; Objects and Their Stories: 

Quartz is on view through November 11, 2018. National Geographic Rarely Seen: 

Photographs of the Extraordinary is on view through January 6, 2019. Festival of Trees 

2018: Often Heard will be on view November 17, 2018, through January 6, 2019. Curiosity 

Incubator is now on view. Little Cinema is open year-round. Lab102, Feigenbaum Hall of 

Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibits are ongoing.  

 

# # # 

 

 

 

Carol Bosco Baumann  

Spokesperson, Berkshire Museum 

413.717.5232 

carolbbaumann@gmail.com 

 

http://www.berkshiremuseum.org/
mailto:kknisley@berkshiremuseum.org
http://www.berkshiremuseum.org/
mailto:carolbbaumann@gmail.com

