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Berkshire Museum welcomes area foster families with new 

free admission program 
 

[Pittsfield, Mass.] – Through a new initiative, area foster families will be able to visit the 

Berkshire Museum this year with free admission. Working with the local Department of 

Children and Families (DCF), approximately 500 individuals – 350 children and 150 adults 

– will now have free access to the Museum; one-day passes will be distributed by DCF. 

The program was made possible through generous underwriting from a fund 

administered by the Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation and an additional grant 

from the Wonder Fund received by the DCF. 

 

“We are thrilled to add this new program to the array of options we offer at the 

Museum to increase access for individuals and families in our community,” says Van 

Shields, Berkshire Museum’s executive director. “Museum visits are excellent 

opportunities for families to enjoy spending time together, sharing the excitement of 

learning new things. Opening our doors to as many members of our community as we 

can is an important goal for the Museum.” 

 

Another popular and long-running initiative at the Museum offers free admission to EBT 

card holders. Museum visitors who present an EBT card and photo ID receive free 

admission for two adults and two children, made possible through Berkshire Museum’s 

memberships in Museums for All and EBT Card to Culture. Berkshire Museum joined 

Museums for All in September 2015 and the program has grown every year, with more 

than a thousand visits in 2017. The Museum joined EBT Card to Culture when it was 

launched in August 2017; the program is a collaboration between the Mass Cultural 

Council and the Executive Office of Health and Human Services’ Department of 

Transitional Assistance. 



 

Berkshire Museum also offers free admission for high school students during the school 

year, Mondays to Fridays, from 2 to 5 p.m. All Berkshire County high school students with 

a valid student ID may visit the Berkshire Museum to explore the galleries or find a seat 

and do schoolwork or creative projects in the Museum, drawing inspiration and 

encouragement from the surrounding exhibitions. Additional support for this initiative is 

provided by Berkshire Art Association. 

 

For complete details on visiting the Berkshire Museum, including the calendar of events, 

go to www.berkshiremuseum.org. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum is 

open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. 

Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and children age 3 and under enjoy 

free admission. For more information, visit www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 

413.443.7171.  

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Mission Aerospace is on view now through May 

13, 2018. Curiosity Incubator is on view. Little Cinema is open year-round. LAB 102, 

Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibits are 

ongoing. 
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