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Berkshire Museum Lawyers Respond to Berkshire Eagle 

BERKSHIRE EAGLE ASKED TO DISCLOSE 

POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
  
PITTSFIELD, MA – Lawyers for the Berkshire Museum are asking the Berkshire Eagle to disclose potential 
conflicts of interest in the newspaper’s involvement in an $1 million offer from anonymous donors seeking 
to support the museum. 
  
In response to attempts by the newspaper to gain access to certain documents ordered under seal by an 
Appeals Court judge, the museum’s lawyers ask for information “relevant to the [newspaper’s] 
motivations” in taking legal action against the museum to seek those documents.  
  
“Given the assertions in your motion, we assume you accept that the Berkshire Eagle and its owners owe 
the public full disclosure of their interests and motivations, especially concerning decisions to provide 
anonymity when reporting matters in which the Berkshire Eagle is directly involved,” writes William F. 
Lee, of WilmerHale to Jeffrey J. Pyle, the newspaper’s lawyer. 
  
The Berkshire Eagle took legal action to gain access to documents filed in a still unresolved case 
surrounding the museum’s proposed sale of certain art work needed to secure the museum’s 
future.  Today’s letter comes as the museum continues to consider the newspaper’s request for 
documents. 
  
Appeals Court Judge Joseph A. Trainor denied the newspaper’s request on Tuesday (11/28), moving the 
decision to Superior Court Judge John A. Agosini. Judge Agostini had ruled in the museum’s favor to 
allow the sale to proceed because the Museum’s Board of Trustees had acted responsibly and fulfilled 
their fiduciary responsibility. 
  
Specifically, the letter sent today asks the newspaper to disclose information related to an offer relayed 
to the museum by a Berkshire Eagle reporter on behalf of an “anonymous group” with certain 
conditions.http://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/donors-offer-1m-to-delay-study-art-sale-berkshire-
museum-board-president-says-no-to-the-proposal,517755/p/stories/berkshire-museum,514928 Among 
the information sought by the letter is: 
  

·      The members of the “anonymous group,” and the “spokesperson for the group of donors” as 
reported by the newspaper, and any relationships they may have with the newspaper or its 
owners; 

·      All individuals involved in making the determination to communicate the offer and what 
information they considered in making that determination; 

·      The identities of all individuals involved in determining to keep secret the identities of those in 
the “anonymous group”; 

·      The involvement of the “anonymous group” in reversing the newspapers support for the 
Museum’s plans; and, 
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·      Communications by Fredric D. Ruthberg, President of New England Newspapers which owns the 
Berkshire Eagle, regarding the $1 million offer. 

  
A copy of the letter is attached. 
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