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Meet the Inventors at the Berkshire Museum  

Saturday, May 21 
 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] — Celebrate the spirit of innovation on Saturday, May 21, from 11 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. during Meet the Inventors at the Berkshire Museum. Museum visitors will see 

demonstrations of products invented right here in the Berkshires and speak with 

inventors about their creative processes. Meet the Inventors is included with regular 

Museum admission and will take place in the newly updated Feigenbaum Hall of 

Innovation and in Spark!Lab, where audiences of all ages enjoy unique hands-on 

experiences involving creativity and invention.  

 

• Architects Tessa Kelly and Chris Parkinson will be discussing their innovative and 

inventive designs for five writing studios, slated to be built and installed as part of The 

Mastheads, a writers-in-residence project planned for fall of 2017. Meant to preserve 

the legacy of a literary community of American Renaissance authors who produced 

work in Pittsfield, including Herman Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry David Thoreau, 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and Oliver Wendell Holmes, the writing studios will provide 

venues for writers and local residents to engage with the Pittsfield landscape through 

the written, sung, or spoken word.  

 

• Lisa Chamberlain will display models and a video explaining the work done by her 

company -- the Chamberlain Group produces anatomically accurate medical models 

that capture the consistency and response of living tissue, providing tools for medical 

training in new devices and procedures. Chamberlain has a background in creating 

special effects for major motion pictures, skills she has utilized in collaborative work with 

medical device manufacturers, leading surgeons, and teaching hospitals worldwide. 

The Chamberlain Group is featured in the new videos being shown in the Feigenbaum 



Hall of Innovation, showcasing the inventive contributions of Berkshire companies and 

individuals. 

 

• Michael Taylor of Berkshire Innovations, LLC, the inventor of the Brød & Taylor knife 

sharpener and compact folding bread proofer, will be demonstrating his thoughtfully 

engineered kitchen products. His knife sharpener creates a superior cutting edge by 

using precision-ground tungsten carbide sharpening surfaces and a more perfect “v” 

shape for the knife blade. His proofer can be used for bread, yogurt, cheeses, and 

fermented foods. 

 

• Educators from Hancock Shaker Village will be talking about significant Shaker 

inventions such as the flat broom, seed packets, and a version of the circular saw, 

reminding visitors that invention is all around us in our daily lives. 

 

• Student inventors from Berkshire Country Day School will be demonstrating their 

inventions, including projects that use a tiny hydraulic system and special connecting 

rods. 

 

• Inventions created in Berkshire County will be on display in the BerkshireNow Gallery, 

including the PocketBra invented by Sherry Goff and the Chemex Coffeemaker 

invented in 1941 by Peter Schlumbohm. 

 

About the Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation 

The Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, one of the most popular core exhibitions at the 

Berkshire Museum, has undergone significant improvements and upgrades, generously 

supported by a grant from the Feigenbaum Foundation. The Feigenbaum Hall of 

Innovation continues to feature the accomplishments of Berkshire innovators and the 

many ways they were able to change the world around them. A new addition is the 

highly anticipated Mindball brain game, which is engaging visitors of all ages. Mindball 

uses EEG biofeedback sensors to track the players’ Alpha and Theta brain waves 

sending the ball across the table and into their opponent’s goal. The Museum’s brand-

new interactive app, i-Innovate, provides a digital visitor experience, from opportunities 



to create and innovate right in the galleries to accessing expanded content and 

information.  

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. In the galleries, Tiny Titans: Dinosaur Eggs and 

Babies is on view May 14 through August 28. Window on the World: A Look into the 

Permanent Collection is ongoing. Little Cinema is open year-round. Spark!Lab, Worlds in 

Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibitions are ongoing. 
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