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A solo show of photographs by award-winning 

photographer John Stanmeyer opens at the Berkshire 

Museum August 28, 2015 
  

[PITTSFIELD, MA] – Powered Narratives, a solo show of photographs by award-winning 

photographer John Stanmeyer, will be on view at the Berkshire Museum Friday, August 

28, through Sunday, November 8, 2015. An opening reception will be held on Friday, 

August 28, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.; tickets are $10 adult, $5 child, free for Museum 

members. 

 

John Stanmeyer’s images have a profound aesthetic beauty, and yet his work is as 

much about storytelling as it is about the power and art of photography. Stanmeyer’s 

photographs take us to the far reaches of the world and passionately communicate 

complex issues we face on this precious planet. His voice as a photojournalist is forceful, 

dynamic, and compelling. He creates visual narratives that fuel stories about topics that 

matter, and just might push the viewer to see the world in profound new ways. 

 

“Contrary to the photographic cliché of ‘capturing a moment in time,’ Stanmeyer’s 

photographs are energetic stories that propel you into the visual narrative,” says the 

exhibition’s curator Maria Mingalone, Berkshire Museum’s director of curatorial affairs 

and collections. “They are compositions, fueled by movement and dynamic color, that 

communicate complex issues that we as the human race face, the toll on human life as 

a result of conflict, world population, man’s influence on the environment, and natural 

or manmade disasters.”  
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Stanmeyer’s work with National Geographic and Time magazine has taken him around 

the globe many times over. Powered Narratives includes 15 large-scale images from 

diverse locations: Syrian refugees in makeshift camps in Turkey; Mount Bromo erupting in 

East Java, Indonesia; and sex workers in China. More important than the locales are the 

compelling stories of his subjects, from the thousands of children who walk every night 

to find a safe place to sleep in Uganda to sulfur miners toiling in East Java to survivors of 

the 2004 tsunami in Aceh, Indonesia, praying in the remains of their village. 

 

“We are fortunate to have a photographer of John Stanmeyer’s caliber here in the 

Berkshires,” says Van Shields, Berkshire Museum’s executive director. “We are thrilled to 

showcase the exceptional work he has done to bring needed attention to the 

important issues of our day.” 

 

About John Stanmeyer 

John Stanmeyer is an American-born photographer who has received numerous 

awards including being named Magazine Photographer of the Year, the Robert Capa 

Gold Medal Award, many World Press and Picture of the Year awards, and an Emmy 

nomination for the VII documentary film series, Starved for Attention. In 2014 Stanmeyer 

received the prestigious World Press Photo of the Year Award for his photograph, Signal. 

Working in nearly 100 countries, John was with Time for more than ten years producing 

18 covers for the magazine. Since 2004 Stanmeyer has worked almost exclusively for 

National Geographic magazine, producing more than 14 stories. 

 

Stanmeyer’s photography is held in many private collections and has been exhibited 

worldwide including in the Louvre in Paris, High Museum of Art in Atlanta, International 

Center of Photography in NYC, the UN, Minnesota Marine Art Museum, and other 

venues.  

 

In 2013, John opened Stanmeyer Gallery & Shaker Dam Coffeehouse in West 

Stockbridge, Mass, combining photography and education around his passion for 

brilliant coffee. 



 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171. 

  

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

  

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Immortal Present: Art and East Asia will be on view 

through September 7. Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is currently on 

view. Little Cinema is open year-round. Spark!Lab, Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, 

Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibits are ongoing. 
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