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Something Scary, a spooky new exhibition, opens 

September 15 at the Berkshire Museum 
   

[Pittsfield, Mass.] – What are YOU afraid of? Something Scary, a family friendly, 

somewhat wacky exploration of fears and phobias, will be on view at the 

Berkshire Museum September 15 through October 31, 2016. The exhibition will 

open Thursday evening, September 15, from 5 to 8 p.m., when admission to the 

Museum is free in conjunction with Pittsfield’s Third Thursday festival. Dare to 

discover how much fun scary can be! 

 

Something Scary was developed at the Berkshire Museum by guest curator Kirsti 

Scutt Edwards, director of curatorial affairs Maria Mingalone, and exhibitions 

manager Jason Verchot. Something Scary is sponsored in part by Berkshire 

Magazine. 

  

Visitors exploring their terrors and trepidations in the Something Scary galleries will 

encounter the eerie “wall of shadows” and other chilling experiences, including 

a torture chamber filled with menacing weapons and skeletons and an 

interactive Ouija board station offering opportunities to commune with 

otherworldly spirits. 

 

"As the former exhibitions manager at the Berkshire Museum, I spent a lot of time 

mining our collection and often freaking myself out in the process,” says 

Edwards. “This exhibition came out of an idea of exhibiting all of the scary things 

we would come across in storage while working with the collections."  
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Something Scary features fascinating and fearsome objects from the Museum’s 

eclectic collection, from a witch’s broom to a pit of snakes and even real owl 

and tarantula specimens. A dark and gloomy seventeenth-century oil painting 

depicts a somber Dutch family, attired all in black, whose eyes seem to peer out 

at museum-goers in the gallery. Daggers and pikes from the past hint at a history 

of violence while spooky antique china dolls with glass eyes stare balefully at 

visitors, evoking an atmosphere of foreboding. 

 

Objects from the Museum’s fine art collection that enhance the dark 

atmosphere of the exhibition include an etching by James A.M. Whistler 

depicting an eerie night scene; a drawing and two woodcuts by Kaethe Kollwitz; 

and several lithographs by John James Audubon, including depictions of a rat 

and a wolverine. 

  

Items from a mad scientist’s laboratory and an assortment of truly unusual animal 

specimens are among the frightful vignettes to be explored. Visitors will be able 

to vote for their own particular fears, whether blood, heights, public speaking, 

ghosts and ghouls, the number 13, or things that “go bump in the night.”   

  

Summon your courage and dare to explore Something Scary this fall at the 

Berkshire Museum. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire 

Museum, a Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 

Saturday, and noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; 

Museum members and children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more 

information, visit www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a 

select group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share 

the Smithsonian's resources with the nation.  



 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and 

natural science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire 

educational connections between the disciplines. Finding Raven: Art and Stories 

of the Northwest Coast is on view through October 30. Living on Earth: The Work 

of Robert Hite, a solo show of sculpture and photography co-presented by the 

Berkshire Museum and Hancock Shaker Village, is on view at both venues 

through October 30. Little Cinema is open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of 

Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibits are ongoing. 
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