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The Berkshire Museum hosts free  
GSK Science in the Summer™ program  

for Berkshire County students 
Program marks 30th anniversary by bringing free STEM education  

to elementary students across the nation 

 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] ― This summer, the Berkshire Museum will be bringing the GSK Science in 

the Summer™ program to at-risk students in Berkshire County. For four weeks in July, 250 

students at Crosby, Conte, and Morningside Schools in Pittsfield and Muddy Brook 

Elementary School in Great Barrington will participate in the GSK Science in the 

SummerTM program, studying electricity and magnetism. Educators from the Berkshire 

Museum will lead the classes. 

 

The GSK Science in the Summer™ program, which has been bringing free, hands-on 

science lessons to elementary-aged students for 30 years, is marking its 30th anniversary 

by partnering with the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 

and 20 science centers and museums across the nation to expand the program 

nationally. GSK Science in the Summer™ host science centers and museums work with 

local community organizations to reach students through schools, libraries, homeless 

shelters, camps, homeschool groups, Boys and Girls Clubs and Native American 

reservations. 

 

GSK Science in the Summer™ is designed to connect students from all backgrounds 

with stimulating coursework and exciting activities that foster critical skills and a love of 

discovery and learning. In 2016, GSK Science in the Summer™ students at sites across 

the country will learn about electricity and magnetism. Students will learn about what 



makes materials magnetic and how permanent magnets work by observing their effect 

on different materials. They will build their own circuits, and then use that knowledge to 

construct electric-powered devices. Students will also make an electromagnet to 

understand more about how magnetism and electrical currents are interrelated, and 

how we make use of these phenomena in our daily lives. For more information, visit 

www.scienceinthesummer.com. 

 

“We are thrilled to be able to host the GSK Science in the Summer program here in 

Berkshire County. Helping to create world-ready students armed with 21st-century skills is 

an important part of our mission,” says Craig Langlois, Berkshire Museum’s director of 

education and public programs. “Bringing this kind of excellent science education to 

our community is a tremendous benefit for the individual students and their schools.” 

 

About AAAS and GSK 

AAAS is an international non-profit organization dedicated to advancing science, 

technology, and engineering for the benefit of all people. For further information, 

please visit www.aaas.org/. 

 

GSK – one of the world’s leading research-based pharmaceutical and healthcare 

companies – is committed to improving the quality of human life by enabling people to 

do more, feel better and live longer. For further information, go to us.gsk.com, follow us 

on twitter.com/GSKUS, or visit our blog (www.morethanmedicine.us.gsk.com/blog/). For 

more information on GSK’s global STEM education program, visit 

gskscienceeducation.com. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  
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In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums and cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Finding Raven: Art and Stories of the Northwest 

Coast is on view now through October 30, 2016. Tiny Titans: Dinosaur Eggs and Babies is 

on view now through August 28, 2016. Window on the World: A Look into the Permanent 

Collection is currently on view. Little Cinema is open year-round. Spark!Lab, 

Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibits are 

ongoing. 
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