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Berkshire Museum and Pittsfield Public Schools host 

The Seventh Annual Science and Innovation Fair 

February 15, 2017 

 

[Pittsfield, MA] – On Wednesday, February 15, 2017, Berkshire Museum and Pittsfield 

Public Schools will host the seventh annual Science and Innovation Fair, featuring the 

Taconic High School Science and Engineering Academy and the Pittsfield High School 

Quark Science Club.  

 

Approximately 100 students from Pittsfield’s public high schools will be exhibiting more 

than 80 projects that demonstrate skills and concepts across a range of engineering 

and science disciplines. Under the guidance of their faculty advisors from Taconic and 

Pittsfield High Schools, the participating student-scientists and student-engineers have 

conducted scientific research and completed engineering projects. 

 

On February 15, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., free public admission to the Museum will be 

provided courtesy of SABIC; visitors will be able to see the Science Fair projects as well 

as the Museum’s exhibitions and galleries. 

 

“Science and innovation are key components of twenty-first century learning, and as 

such, experience in scientific research paired with skills in technology and engineering 

are essential for world-ready students,” says Van Shields, executive director of the 

Berkshire Museum. “Participation in an event like the Science and Innovation Fair, for 
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students who dream of excelling in these fields, can be an important experience, and 

we at the Museum are proud to host the Science Fair for that very reason.”  

 

SABIC will provide prizes, lunch, and snacks for all participating student-scientists. Prizes 

are also provided by Interprint. Students with winning projects will advance to the 

Region 1 Science Fair at Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts in March and then on to 

the state Science Fair at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

 

On the day of the Science and Innovation Fair, the participating students will have their 

projects set up and ready for viewing by visitors to the Museum by 10 a.m. During the 

morning, all fifth-grade students in the Pittsfield Public Schools will visit the Science Fair, 

and will be able to ask questions and be inspired by the entries. School groups in 

Pittsfield enjoy free visits to the Museum thanks to the generosity of the Beauregard 

Family and Greylock Federal Credit Union.  

 

A prestigious group of approximately sixty judges representing leading local businesses 

and educational institutions will evaluate the exhibits between 5 and 6:30 p.m., 

interviewing the participants about their work, and then convening to determine award 

winners.  

 

Science and Innovation Fair Schedule 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Free admission for all to the Museum courtesy of SABIC  

9:30 a. m. to 12:30 p.m.: All Pittsfield Public School fifth grade students will visit the 

Science Fair courtesy of the Beauregard Family and Greylock Federal Credit Union 

5 to 6:30 p.m.: Judging 

6:15 to 7:15 p.m.: Family, friends and public visit projects; admission is free during 

evening hours 

7 p.m.: Pittsfield High School Award Ceremony 

8 p.m.: Taconic High School Award Ceremony 

 

Thursday, February 16, will be the snow day for the Science Fair if needed. 

 



About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Little Cinema is open year-round. Lab 102, 

Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibits are 

ongoing. 
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