
Berkshiremuseum Media Alert 
For Immediate Release: January 9, 2017 
Media contact: Lesley Ann Beck, Senior Communications Manager 
413.443.7171 ext. 320; lbeck@berkshiremuseum.org 
  

Berkshire Eagle and Berkshire Museum present 
Scams, Fraud, and Con Artists: Coming to a Computer Near 

You 
Wednesday, January 11, 2017 

 
[PITTSFIELD, MA] – The Berkshire Eagle and The Berkshire Museum, in cooperation with 

AARP Fraud Watch Network, will host the presentation Scams, Fraud and Con Artists: 

Coming to a Computer near You, at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, January 11. The event is 

free and open to the public and will be held at the Museum in the theater. 

 

The program will identify the current scams and tactics being used today to commit 

fraud over the internet and provide helpful tips on staying out of the grip of con 

artists.  The presentation, given by Elliott Greenblott, Vermont Fraud Watch Network 

Coordinator, addresses many of the current trends in computer crime.  According to 

Greenblott, “Consumer fraud of every type is on the increase.  We’ve seen a dramatic 

increase in the use of computers in the promotion of fraud, and sadly, most computer 

users lack the experience and understanding to deal with this type of crime.”   

 

The presentation provides clear examples and concrete action steps for all ages. “We 

are seeing scams perpetrated across the entire age spectrum.  Even newborn infants 

are being targeted for identity theft via stolen Social Security numbers,” stated 

Greenblott.   “Our program provides free information and resources including a 

national hotline to assist people who feel they may have become victims.”  

 

Greenblott was appointed Vermont Fraud Watch Network coordinator in the spring of 

2015 by AARP Vermont and received the 2016 Ethel Percy Andrus Award, AARP’s 

highest volunteer recognition, for his work in the program.  Prior to retirement, he was an 

award-winning classroom teacher and public school administrator for over 30 years.  He 

urges those who are concerned and want to do something to become active 

https://mail.berkshiremuseum.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=vTWo6CiGXkOcmpgM3xbuYdGecV-nfwB_BZzmXpYqpHy422siGB3UCA..&URL=mailto%3albeck%40berkshiremuseum.org


volunteers in the program to contact him by phone (413-219-9778) or email 

at  egreenblott@aarp.org.  In addition he notes that any community group can 

contact him for a free presentation.   

   

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation.  

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Window on the World: A Look Into the Permanent 

Collection, is now on view. Little Cinema is open year-round. Lab102, Feigenbaum Hall 

of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibitions are ongoing. 
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