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Berkshire Museum presents 

Animals Up Close: The Wolf 

The Wolf Conservation Center visits on Tuesday, 

February 18, 2014 

 

[Pittsfield, Mass.] – Atka, the Arctic Gray Wolf, will visit the Berkshire Museum once 

again on Tuesday, February 18, at 1 p.m. The eleven-year-old Atka lives at the 

Wolf Conservation Center of South Salem, N.Y. The program will include an awe-

inspiring, up-close encounter with this important, but misunderstood predator. 

Tickets for this special Animals Up Close event are $15 adult, $8 child; Museum 

members $5 adult, $3 child; children 3 and under free. Museum admission is 

included. 

 

Museum visitors will learn about the history of wolves in the United States, the 

importance of wolves in a healthy ecosystem, and the efforts to save these 

magnificent creatures for future generations.  

 

Wild Arctic gray wolves (Canis lupus arctos) live primarily in the Arctic, where the 

land is covered with snow and ice for most of the year, except for a brief period 

during the summer. Arctic wolves have adapted well to this icy environment. 

Atka, like his wild counterparts, has white fur, allowing him to blend into snowy 

surroundings. To help reduce heat loss, his ears are rounded, he has a shorter 

muzzle and shorter legs than other gray wolf subspecies. He also has hair 

between the pads of his feet and long, thick fur to keep him warm in 

temperatures that as low as minus 70° Fahrenheit. 
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Founded in 1999, the Wolf Conservation Center (WCC) in South Salem, N.Y., 

promotes wolf conservation by teaching about wolves, their relationship to the 

environment and the human role in protecting their future. The WCC 

accomplishes this mission through onsite and offsite education programs. These 

programs emphasize wolf biology, the ecological benefits of wolves and other 

large predators, and the current status of wolf recovery in the United States. The 

WCC also participates in the Species Survival Plan (SSP) and Recovery Plan for 

the critically endangered Mexican gray wolf and the red wolf. For more 

information about the WCC visit the website at www.nywolf.org or call 

914.763.2373. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire 

Museum, a Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 

Saturday, and noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; 

Museum members and children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more 

information, visit www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a 

select group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share 

the Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and 

natural science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire 

educational connections between the disciplines. Berkshire Collects is on view 

through May 11, 2014; Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is on view 

through spring 2015. Little Cinema is open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of 

Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibits are ongoing. 
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