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Berkshire Museum’s Little Cinema presents new film series 

Behind the Camera: Women in Film debuts Nov. 6 

 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] – Berkshire Museum’s Little Cinema will host a new film series beginning 

November 6, 2014, and continuing into 2015, selected by Little Cinema curator Nannina 

Stearn. Behind the Camera: Women in Film opens with The Adventures of Prince 

Achmed, the earliest feature-length animated film, created by Lotte Reiniger in the 

1920s. The series is presented in partnership with Berkshire Film and Media Collaborative. 

 

About Behind the Camera: Women in Film 

“The first narrative film was created in 1896; it was directed by a woman. The first person 

to win two Oscars for screenwriting (in 1930 and 1932) was a woman,” says Nannina 

Stearn. “The first person to make a feature length animated film in 1926 was a woman. 

Back in the 1920s half of all films were written by women, and almost every film was 

edited by one. More than any other art form, cinema was developed equally by men 

and women, and yet today women struggle to find parity with their male counterparts. 

In 2013 only 16 percent of the top creative jobs in films were filled by women, and in the 

past 15 years that number has never risen above 19 percent.” 

 

With Behind the Camera: Women in Film, the Berkshire Museum and the Berkshire Film 

and Media Collaborative want to shine a light on that 16 percent, with special 

screenings highlighting the contributions women today are making to film, and 

celebrating the rich history women have as innovators in the medium. 

 

About the Films 

The Adventures of Prince Achmed with a Live Score by Ben Model 

Thursday, November 6, 7 p.m. 
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$10, Museum members $5 

The Adventures of Prince Achmed is the earliest feature-length animated film, made 

between 1923 and 1926 by Lotte Reiniger, who invented her own process of stop-

motion animation using ornate cardboard cutout puppets.  

Taken from The Arabian Nights, the film tells the story of a wicked sorcerer who tricks 

Prince Achmed into mounting a magical flying horse and sends the rider off on a flight 

to his death. But the prince foils the magician’s plan, and soars headlong into a series of 

wondrous adventures — joining forces with Aladdin and the Witch of the Fiery 

Mountains, doing battle with the sorcerer's army of monsters and demons, and falling in 

love with the beautiful Princess Peri Banu. 

The film will be accompanied by Ben Model, one of America's leading silent film 

accompanists, who has been playing piano and organ for silent movies at the Museum 

of Modern Art in New York City for three decades. Ben is a regular accompanist at 

classic film festivals around the U.S. and performs at universities, museums, and historic 

theaters. Ben is the producer and co-founder of The Silent Clowns Film Series, now in its 

18th season in NYC.  

 

Off the Map 

January 8, 2015, 7 p.m. 

$10, Museum members $5 

With screenwriter Joan Ackermann 

In Off the Map, a 2003 film directed by Campbell Scott, an eccentric family lives self-

sufficiently off the grid in New Mexico. Eleven-year-old Bo uses her imagination and 

creativity to escape, as her father comes down with a crippling depression and her 

mother holds their family together. Their isolation is disturbed one day when an IRS 

auditor is assigned to determine why they haven't ever filed taxes.  

The screenplay is by Joan Ackermann from her stage play of the same name. 

Ackermann is a playwright, journalist, and screenwriter and the cofounder and artistic 

director of Mixed Company, a year-round theater company in Great Barrington, 

Massachusetts. 

 

http://www.silentclowns.com/


More films will be added to the Women in Film line-up; the series will continue through 

next year. A second film series, FX in the Berkshires – Middle Earth to the Matrix, will 

begin December 11 and include talks with area filmmakers who are active in the 

special and visual effects fields.  

 

About Little Cinema 

Berkshire Museum’s Little Cinema has been showing independent and foreign films for 

more than 60 years in downtown Pittsfield. Little Cinema is a single screen movie theater 

inside the Museum; typically, one first-run, independent or foreign film is shown each 

week. Screenings are Friday through Monday at 7 p.m. and Monday afternoons at 1:30 

p.m. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is 

currently on view. Little Cinema is open year-round. Spark!Lab, Feigenbaum Hall of 

Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibits are ongoing. 
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