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Berkshire Museum presents special butterfly events 
Landscape designer and filmmaker Kim Smith to speak about 

creating pollinator gardens, will show documentary 

 
[PITTSFIELD, MA] – The Berkshire Museum will present a workshop and documentary 

screening with landscape designer and filmmaker Kim Smith on Saturday, September 

20, 2014. Both events are included with regular Museum admission. The slide-illustrated 

talk, Creating a Bee, Bird, and Butterfly Garden, begins at 10 a.m. and the screening of 

the film, Life Story of the Black Swallowtail, will follow the talk, beginning at 11:30 a.m. 

Both programs are part of the Museum’s BeMuse program series. 

 

Creating a Bee, Bird, and Butterfly Garden 

Saturday, September 20, 10 a.m. 

Following the rhythm of the seasons, Kim Smith presents a stunning slide show and 

lecture demonstrating how to create a welcoming haven for bees, birds, butterflies, 

and other wildlife. Native plants and examples of organic and architectural features will 

be discussed based on their value to particular vertebrates and invertebrates. Pollinator 

plant list handout included with workshop. 

  

Life Story of the Black Swallowtail 

Saturday, September 20, 11:30 a.m. (time approximate; screening follows workshop) 

Life Story of the Black Swallowtail Butterfly is a 45-minute narrated film that takes place 

in a garden and at the sea’s edge. Every stage of the butterfly’s life cycle is 

experienced in vibrant close-up, from conception to pupation to metamorphosis. The 

film is suitable for all ages so all can gain a deeper understanding of the symbiotic 

relationship between wildflowers and pollinators and the vital role they play in our 
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ecosystem. The film was shot in Gloucester, Massachusetts. A discussion and Q & A with 

Kim Smith, the filmmaker, will follow the screening. Life Story of the Black Swallowtail is 

the first film in a trilogy about butterflies and will be followed next year by Beauty on the 

Wing ~ Life Story of the Monarch Butterfly. 

 

About Kim Smith 

Kim Smith is a filmmaker, designer, author, illustrator, photographer, and naturalist who 

documents, in a variety of media, the world around her. She is the author and illustrator 

of Oh Garden of Fresh Possibilities! Notes from a Gloucester Garden (David R. Godine, 

publisher, 2009). Kim’s landscape and interior design firm, Kim Smith Designs, works with 

clientele to create highly individualized homes and gardens, and she specializes in 

creating butterfly and songbird habitat gardens. Smith is a daily contributor to the stellar 

community blog Good Morning Gloucester. She lives in Smith’s Cove on Gloucester’s 

beautiful working waterfront. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. Admission to the Butterfly Pavilion is an 

additional $2 per person. For more information, visit www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 

413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Butterflies is on view through October 26, 2014. 

Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is currently on view. Little Cinema is 
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open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and 

other exhibits are ongoing. 
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