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Berkshire Museum’s Little Cinema Presents  

The Refugees of Shangri-La 

Q&A with the filmmakers to follow documentary screening 

 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] ― Berkshire Museum’s Little Cinema presents the documentary The 

Refugees of Shangri-La on Wednesday, August 27, at 7 p.m. The Refugees of Shangri-La 

is the story of the Bhutanese who have been exiled from their homes and are trying to 

make new lives. A Q&A session with Doria Bramante and Markus Weinfurter, the film’s 

directors, will follow the screening. Tickets are $7.50 for general admission and $5 for 

Museum members.  

 

The country of Bhutan, hailed by many as "the last Shangri-la", ironically has produced 

one of the highest numbers of refugees in the world in proportion to its population.  The 

Refugees of Shangri-La follows these displaced families over the course of six years, from 

the camps on the border of Bhutan to their efforts to forge new lives for themselves far 

away in America. It is an incredible look into the hopes and dreams of refugees, as well 

as the struggle to find a home. Also attending the screening for the Q&A will be two of 

the refugees profiled in the film. 

 

Doria Bramante (producer/director) is a graduate of New York University and an award-

winning theater artist. She has been following the Bhutanese refugees from camp to her 

home town in America for the past six years. She serves as a board member for the 

International Campaign for Human Rights in Bhutan and has been an active supporter 

of the Bhutanese Community in America since 2008. 

Markus Weinfurter (producer/ director) is a filmmaker, political scientist, theater artist, 

and humanitarian who has traveled the world telling stories that champion the human 

spirit. Being a descendent of refugees himself, his four years working with the Bhutanese 

has been an especially important experience. 

 

For more information visit http://www.therefugeesofshangrila.com/  

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  
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In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is 

currently on view. Butterflies is on view through October 26th. Little Cinema is open year-

round. Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibits 

are ongoing. 
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