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Berkshire Museum construction project begins 

Facility renovations and improvements to be undertaken 

this spring 

 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] ― Facility renovations and improvements are now underway at 

the Berkshire Museum; the Museum will be open to the public during the construction 

period, which is expected to continue through May. The renovations include improving 

energy conservation measures throughout the Museum’s systems and infrastructure; 

installing a new passenger-operated elevator; and making lighting improvements to the 

Ellen Crane Memorial Room. 

This project is made possible by support from the U.S. Department of Energy, the 

Massachusetts Cultural Facilities Fund, the City of Pittsfield, and private donors. 

This construction is being done in a way that respects the original architecture of 

the historic 1903 building, and repurposes existing spaces to better serve museum 

operations and to improve the visitor experience. 

Beginning in late February, 2014, the Museum’s elevator will be out of service for 

approximately three months while a new elevator is installed. The new passenger-

operated elevator will be significantly more convenient and efficient for Museum 

visitors. The special exhibition Berkshire Collects will be on view through May 11 on the 

Museum’s second floor during which time we will provide a virtual tour of the exhibition 

to any visitor whose access to the exhibition is limited during the construction period. 

The virtual tour will be available on computer screens in the Museum lobby. 

A complete roster of exhibitions, education programs, and public programs will 

be scheduled for the period of February through May 2014. However, during 



renovations, some galleries may be temporarily closed and access to the second floor 

and lower level will be limited to stairs during specific periods. Visit our website at 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call Guest Services at 413.443.7171.ext. 10 for program 

and accessibility updates.   

We ask for your patience while construction projects are under way. Once they 

are complete, the Museum will have made vast improvements in our energy footprint 

and created a more satisfying experience for museum-goers.  

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire 

Museum, a Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 

Saturday, and noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum 

members and children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a 

select group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and 

natural science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Berkshire Collects is on view through May 11, 

2014. Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is on view through spring 2015. 

Little Cinema is open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, 

Aquarium, and other exhibits are ongoing. 
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