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Berkshire Museum presents Meet the Collectors 

Participants in the Berkshire Collects exhibition will discuss 

their collections on Saturday mornings this spring 
 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] ― In conjunction with the current exhibition Berkshire Collects, Berkshire 

Museum presents Meet the Collectors on Saturday mornings, March 29, April 12, and 

April 26. Each Saturday, several collectors whose objects and artifacts are on view as 

part of Berkshire Collects will be available in the galleries from 11 a.m. to noon to chat 

with Museum visitors and answer questions. In addition, each Saturday on the schedule 

will feature a special presentation by one of the collectors beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

(April 12 will have extra presentations at 10 a.m. and noon). The talks and presentations 

are included with regular Museum admission. 

 

Meet the Collectors 

Saturday, March 29, Political Cartoons and Candy 

10:30 a.m., presentation: Paul London (Daumier prints) 

11:00 a.m., Meet the Collectors and learn about Daumier prints, PEZ dispensers, and 

Inuit art. 

Saturday, April 12, Beauty of Everyday Household Objects 

10:00 a.m., presentation: The Bag Lady (pocketbooks and antique handbags) 

10:30 a.m., presentation: Walter Engels (hallmarked English silver) 

11:00 a.m., Meet the Collectors and learn about vintage telephones,  hand-operated 

meat grinders, glass insulators, hallmarked English silver (visitors can bring silver objects 

to be identified; no appraisals), vintage guitars, and handbags, fruit knives, doorstops, 

and antique toasters. 

Noon, James Burden, proprietor of Red Apple Butchers, will give a sausage-making 

demonstration in the Museum’s rarely seen vintage kitchen, using present-day kitchen 

equipment which will demystify the sausage-making process.  



Saturday, April 26, The Odd, Unexpected, (un)Natural, and Art 

10:30 a.m., presentation: C. Barre Hellquist (water lilies) 

11:00 a.m., Meet the Collectors and learn about bird decoys, contemporary art, 

vintage pedal cars and toy soldiers, duck sculptures, paper bag bottoms, decorated 

eggs, and exotic water lilies. 

 

Berkshire Collects showcases Berkshire County residents’ passionate pursuit of every 

imaginable kind of object from rare motorcycles to wind-up toys, exotic insects, vintage 

guitars, antique toasters, Pez dispensers, and a host of other artifacts and memorabilia. 

With more than 40 collectors sharing their treasures, the exhibit is a salute to the long 

and diverse tradition of collecting that built the Berkshire Museum 110 years ago. 

Berkshire Collects is proudly sponsored by Greylock Federal Credit Union. 

 

The human drive to organize, collect, and acquire is strong. These collections are 

fascinating for a number of reasons – some are rare, some are historic, some are works 

of craftsmanship, some are astonishing specimens from nature, some display ingenuity 

and inventiveness – and all are of surpassing interest to their collectors. Visitors to 

Berkshire Collects will not only see fabulous objects, but gain insight into the obsessions 

of the collectors in their own words.  

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 



Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is 

currently on view. Little Cinema is open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, 

Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibits are ongoing. 
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