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Berkshire Museum hosts the 2014 Berkshire Region MITS 

Summer Institute 
Professional development opportunity for area educators to focus 

on innovative STEM skills 
 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] -- The Berkshire Museum will host the Berkshire Region Museum Institute 

for Teaching Science (MITS) summer session, July 14 to 18, 2014, for middle and high 

school teachers. This year’s theme is Industry, Innovation, and Inquiry: Bringing the 

Science of Berkshire Innovators into the Classroom. The Berkshire Museum is the lead 

educational partner for MITS in the Berkshires.  

 

The focus of this valuable professional development opportunity is on enhancing 

science content, promoting best practices in STEM-related curriculum design, and 

introducing teachers to local leaders in innovation and industry. During the week, 

teachers will get a chance to take ‘back stage tours’ at the facilities of these science 

and technology leaders, including those at General Dynamics, Sabic Innovation 

Plastics, The Chamberlain Group, and Samson Environmental Center to get an overall 

sense of how curriculum content relates to the practices used by these organizations in 

Berkshire County to solve unique challenges. 

 

This MITS Summer Institute will focus on the ways local innovators solve unique, real-life 

problems using those same STEM skills, design techniques, and art-based expertise. 

During this one-week Institute, participating high school and middle school teachers will 

spend mornings touring and exploring some of the most inventive local companies and 

organizations. The afternoons will be spent at the Berkshire Museum, immersed in 

activities and discussions designed to transform the mornings’ experiences into 

meaningful and successful classroom strategies. The afternoon sessions will focus on the 

teachers developing inquiry-based science activities that encourage students to 



become critical, inquisitive thinkers. Throughout the Institute we will be working with 

proven methods of assessing student learning and incorporating the Common Core 

Standards.  

Tours of local innovators will include: 

The Chamberlain Group, where they specialize in designing and building life-like models 

of human organs for use by medical professionals to practice and develop medical 

procedures. 

General Dynamics, where engineers develop and test state-of-the-art technology used 

on military submarines and surface ships. 

Sabic Innovative Plastics specializes in testing, treating, and manipulating plastics and 

other polymers to meet the needs of a wide variety of clients. 

The Samson Environmental Center at the Darrow School is the home of a Living 

Machine that uses bacteria, plants, and natural filtration methods to treat the campus 

waste and return it, clean, to the watershed. 

 

Educators who complete the Summer Institute earn either 67.5 professional 

development points, or 90 PDPs and for an additional fee of $150 or $200 respectively, 4 

graduate credits from either Mass. College of Liberal Arts (MCLA) or Cambridge 

College, based on a teacher’s chosen level of participation. All activities will be linked 

to Massachusetts Common Core State Standard Initiative and STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Math) initiatives. All teachers from grades 5 to 12 are 

welcome to attend. 

 

Online registration for the Summer Institute is available at www.mits.org. There will be an 

orientation on June 21 as well as the July 14 to 18 session. The deadline to guarantee a 

spot is June 4; late sign-ups will be accepted based on space availability. Meghan 

Bone, Berkshire Museum’s School and Teacher Program Specialist, can answer 

questions about the program; she can be reached at 413.443.7171, ext. 19, or 

mbone@berkshiremuseum.org. 

 

mailto:mbone@berkshiremuseum.org


The registration fee is $350 for individual participants and $325 for two or more 

participants from same school district. In addition, a $10 stipend is available for every 

colleague referred to the program.  

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Butterflies will be on view May 31 through 

September 1, 2014. Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is currently on view. 

Little Cinema is open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, 

Aquarium, and other exhibits are ongoing. 
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