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Berkshire Museum’s Little Cinema presents talk with film 

industry art director Carl Sprague 

Event includes screening of Wes Anderson’s The Royal Tenenbaums 
 

 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] ― Art director Carl Sprague, concept illustrator for the acclaimed new 

film The Grand Budapest Hotel, will be the special guest at Berkshire Museum’s Little 

Cinema on Thursday, April 10, at 7 p.m., for a special screening of The Royal 

Tenenbaums with a slide talk to follow. Sprague will show his original concept drawings 

for all three Wes Anderson films he worked on (The Royal Tenenbaums, Moonrise 

Kingdom, and the recently released The Grand Budapest Hotel) as well as several of his 

other projects, including his role as set designer for the Oscar-winning film 12 Years a 

Slave. 

 

Carl Sprague has worked in the art department of more than 30 films, which between 

them have a combined total of 29 Oscar nominations, including this year’s best picture 

winner 12 Years a Slave. He has worked with Martin Scorsese (The Age of Innocence), 

Steven Spielberg (Amistad), and David Fincher (The Social Network), but the most 

enduring collaboration has been with Wes Anderson. Carl has been in the art 

department of three of Anderson’s best-reviewed films — this month’s The Grand 

Budapest Hotel (concept illustrator), 2012’s Moonrise Kingdom (assistant art director), 

and 2001’s cult classic The Royal Tenenbaums (art director, for which he was nominated 

for an Art Director’s Guild Award). 

 

The Royal Tenenbaums is a fractured fairytale about a dysfunctional family of former 

child prodigies who, upon hearing that their father has a terminal illness, return to their 

fantastical family home. New Yorker critic Anthony Lane described the production 

design thus: “here is a house as tall as a story: was it really built, you ask yourself, or was 

it drawn by an eager child, then painted and peopled accordingly? It has salmon-pink 



walls up the staircase, a danceless ballroom, and a tent of welcoming yellow pitched in 

the living room.” It was Sprague’s job to create this bright and eerie dreamland for 

Anderson to film. 

 

The showing of The Royal Tenenbaums will begin at 7 p.m.; Sprague will give his talk 

following the film and a Q&A session will conclude the event. Tickets for this special 

evening are $10; $5 for Museum members. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is 

currently on view. Little Cinema is open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, 

Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibits are ongoing. 
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