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Berkshire Museum hosts Spring 2014 Educator Reception 

Education Department to introduce new initiatives in 

technology, curriculum, STEM, 21st-century learning 

  

[PITTSFIELD, MA] – Berkshire area educators are invited to the Berkshire Museum 

on Tuesday, May 27, 2014, for the Spring Educator Reception from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

Experience a new Berkshire Museum where 21st-century learning incorporates 

innovative technology for early learners, school groups, and educators seeking 

professional development. Admission is free but RSVPs are requested; call 413.443.7171 

ext. 21 or email jwilliamson@berkshiremuseum.org.  

The Berkshire Museum Education Department has been working on a number of 

new initiatives for the 2014-2015 school year which will be introduced at the Educator 

Reception. Creative use of new technology in the Museum’s classrooms and in the 

galleries is designed to engage students in new and exciting ways. For teachers 

planning a field trip, the Museum, working with Right Reason Technologies, will be 

providing pre- and post-visit materials in video and interactive form. Improvements in 

the use of technology for school and public education programs were made possible 

by a generous grant from SABIC that also provided for the installation of free Museum-

wide wireless Internet access for visitors, and equipping the SABIC Innovation Studio 

located adjacent to the Museum’s Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation. 

At the Museum, iPads will be in use for some educator-led programs and Bright 

Sign technology will make it possible to program the video screens in the galleries and 

classrooms with content designed to be age- and topic-appropriate for visiting groups. 
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Popular programs, such as Mammal Adaptations and Amazing Reptiles, will 

continue to be offered, with a new focus on blended instruction and hands-on 

experiences for field-trip leaders and their students. 

During the reception, educators will have an opportunity to experience the 

Museum’s revamped programming, including demonstrations of the educator-led 

Mammals, a visit to the Aquarium, and a sneak peek at the summer’s major exhibition, 

Butterflies, which will include a live Butterfly Pavilion. 

At the reception educators will also be able to gather information about 

professional development opportunities. The Berkshire Museum will host the Berkshire 

Region Museum Institute for Teaching Science (MITS) summer session, July 14 to 18, 2014, 

for middle and high school teachers. This year’s theme is Industry, Innovation, and 

Inquiry: Bringing the Science of Berkshire Innovators into the Classroom. The Berkshire 

Museum is the lead educational partner for MITS in the Berkshires. In addition, the 

Museum is a partner and a site host for the area ITQ (Improving Teacher Quality) 

program, now in its second year.  

For more than two years, the Museum has been developing the WeeMuse 

program focusing on early learners. As part of the WeeMuse program, the Museum has 

recently published In Kindergarten, a new book designed to help families prepare their 

children for the important and exciting transition to kindergarten. In Kindergarten will be 

distributed free to every child registered to enter kindergarten in Berkshire County 

starting this year. Publication of the book was funded in part by Berkshire Bank. 

Finally, guests at the reception will be able to view the many improvements 

underway in the Museum building. The SABIC Innovation Studio has been fitted with a 

new writable wall, a large wall monitor that can display content from laptops or iPads, 

and new furniture designed to encourage creative interactions. The new passenger-

operated elevator and other energy-saving improvements will also be on view. 

Join the Berkshire Museum Education Department in exploring these exciting 

developments on May 27 and be part of our 21st-century experience. 

  

About the Berkshire Museum 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and 

natural science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 



connections between the disciplines. Butterflies will be on view May 31 through 

September 1, 2014. Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is currently on view. 

Little Cinema is open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, 

Aquarium, and other exhibits are ongoing. 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire 

Museum, a Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 

Saturday, and noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum 

members and children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. Admission to the Butterfly 

Pavilion is an additional $2 per person. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171. 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a 

select group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 
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