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Carol Diehl presents Banksy: Completed at Berkshire 

Museum’s Little Cinema 

The event includes a lecture and screening of Exit Through 

the Gift Shop  
 
[PITTSFIELD, MA] -- Artist and critic Carol Diehl will present a lecture on the well-known 

British street artist Banksy followed by a screening of the film, Exit Through the Gift Shop, 

at 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 22, at Berkshire Museum’s Little Cinema. Tickets are $10, $5 

for Museum members. 

 

After Banksy’s month-long New York “residency” last October, Carol Diehl spent several 

months making a serious investigation into his work. Her inquiry resulted in an as-yet-

unpublished essay that was given first as a lecture at California State University/Fullerton, 

and will now be presented at Berkshire Museum’s Little Cinema. “Arguably the world’s 

most famous living artist and a hero to many young people, the anonymous British street 

artist known as Banksy is regarded with suspicion, if not outright derision, by the 

established American art world,” says Diehl. Following the clues embedded in his work 

and writings as well as his 2011 Academy-Award nominated film, Exit Through the Gift 

Shop, Diehl continues, “I discovered that Banksy’s seemingly flippant interventions are 

driven by profound philosophical principles—and concluded that Banksy is one of the 

most important artists of our time who, among other things, challenges the culture to 

reconsider what art is, as well as its value and purpose.” 

 

About the film 

Exit Through the Gift Shop is the award-winning 2011 documentary directed by Banksy. It 

is the story of an eccentric French shop keeper who, through his efforts to locate and 

befriend Banksy, ends up recording the recent history of the street art movement, 

including documenting the work of graffiti artists such as Shepard Fairey, Space 



Invader, Monsieur Andre, and finally Banksy himself... And that's just the beginning. With 

a running time of 87 minutes and rated R, the film has been called one of the most 

provocative films about art ever made. 

 

About the speaker 

Among the galleries and museums where Carol Diehl has exhibited her paintings are 

the Sidney Janis Gallery, Hirshl & Adler Gallery, Gary Snyder Fine Art, and the Queens 

Museum, all in New York City, the Aldrich Museum in Ridgefield, Connecticut, and the 

Berkshire Museum. She has served on the faculties of Bennington College and the 

Graduate Fine Arts Program of the School of Visual Arts (NYC), and is the recipient of 

artist fellowships from the Pollock-Krasner Foundation and the New York Foundation for 

the Arts. Diehl is a contributing editor to Art in America, and the author of the popular 

blog, Art Vent, for which she received an Arts Writers Grant from the Creative 

Capital/Andy Warhol Foundation in 2011. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is 

currently on view. Little Cinema is open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, 

Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibits are ongoing. 
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