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Berkshire Museum Camera Club presents  
The Role of Photography in the Berkshires Cultural Scene 

Panel discussion Tuesday, September 16 
 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] – The Berkshire Museum Camera Club presents a panel discussion, The 

Role of Photography in the Berkshires Cultural Scene, on Tuesday, September 16, at 7 

p.m. in the Berkshire Museum’s Theater. The panel includes Aida Laleian, a professor of 

art at Williams College; Jay Clarke, a curator at the Clark Art Institute; Thomas C. Daly, a 

curator at the Norman Rockwell Museum; and Van Shields, executive director at the 

Berkshire Museum. The discussion will be moderated by Jen Glockner, director of the 

Office of Cultural Development, City of Pittsfield. The event is free and open to the 

public. 

The panelists will discuss their institutions use of photography. In addition, they will 

explore how the cell phone and social media is affecting their view of and use of 

photography and what is likely to be its future as an art form. 

 

About the panelists 

Aida Laleian was born in Bucharest, Romania, of Armenian descent, and raised in 

Chicago. A professor of art at Williams College since 1987, she holds a BFA from the 

School of the Art Institute of Chicago, and an MFA from the University of California at 

Davis. She frequently uses the photography collection at the Williams College Museum 

of Art in teaching her studio classes. This year she is offering Photographic Montage and 

Collage; she also teaches courses in Film Photography and Digital Photography. 

 

Van Shields, the executive director of the Berkshire Museum since 2011, credits his 

pursuit of a 25-year career in arts management to his passion for making art and being 

surrounded by art and artists beginning in his childhood up though today. At various 

times he has been a painter and ceramicist as well as a museum enthusiast well before 



he started working in museums. Before coming to the Berkshires, he was the founding 

CEO for 15 years of South Carolina’s Culture & Heritage Museums. His career includes 

seven years at New York City’s Museum of the Moving Image. 

 

Jay Clarke is the Manton Curator of Prints, Drawings, & Photographs at the Clark Art 

Institute and a lecturer in the Graduate Program in the History of Art at Williams College. 

She received her Ph.D. from Brown University in 1999 and served as a curator at the Art 

Institute of Chicago from 1997 through 2009. Her publications include Becoming Edvard 

Munch: Influence, Anxiety, and Myth (2009); essays on Käthe Kollwitz and Max 

Beckmann and on Julius Meier-Graefe as an art dealer; and several articles on Edvard 

Munch. She was the editor of Negotiating History: German Art and the Past (2002); 

Tradition, Innovation, and Nostalgia: The Manton Collection of British Art (2012); and 

coeditor of The Spiritual Landscapes of Adrienne Farb, 1980-2006 (2006). 

 

Thomas C. Daly is the curator of education at the Norman Rockwell Museum in 

Stockbridge. Using his years of experience gained by being in the museum education 

field since 1992, he hones the program to the viewer’s interest. During his 17-plus years 

with the Norman Rockwell Museum he has taken on a number of different roles, all of 

them adding to his knowledge of the work of America’s favorite illustrator. He has 

traveled to many parts of the country to lecture about Rockwell’s work. Large 

corporations as well as small historical societies have requested he address their 

specialized groups with an illustrated lecture. Recently, Daly has spoken to groups 

concerning the show, “Behind the Camera.” 

 

Jen Glockner, director, Office of Cultural Development, City of Pittsfield, is an 

accomplished communications professional with experience in television, radio, social 

media, and press relations. After starting her career in Michigan, Colorado, and upstate 

New York, she moved to the Berkshires. In the past ten years her experience has 

included serving as director of public relations at Winstanley Associates, member 

relations manager at Berkshire Chamber of Commerce, and advertising and sales at 

the Berkshire Eagle. Glockner has been actively involved in several Berkshire County 

organizations including the Pittsfield Tourism Commission, the Junior League of Berkshire 



County, the Berkshire Leadership Program Steering Committee, the Mass Audubon 

Berkshire Wildlife Sanctuaries Committee and the Ad Club of Western Massachusetts. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum Camera Club 

The Berkshire Museum Camera Club, now in its 77th year, is open to all photographers. 

The club offers workshops, tutorials, guest speakers, and competitions. Meetings are 

held on the first and third Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. at the Berkshire Museum. Competitions 

are open to all members. Visitors are always welcome. For more information on the 

Berkshire Museum Camera Club, visit berkshiremuseumcameraclub.org. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. Admission to the Butterfly Pavilion is an 

additional $2 per person. For more information, visit www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 

413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Butterflies is on view through October 26, 2014. 

Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is currently on view. Little Cinema is 

open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and 

other exhibits are ongoing. 
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