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Berkshire Museum publishes In Kindergarten 

New book is designed to help families prepare children for 

the transition to kindergarten 

 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] ― The Berkshire Museum announces the publication of In 

Kindergarten, a new book designed to help families prepare their children for the 

important and exciting transition to kindergarten. A product of the Berkshire Museum’s 

WeeMuse program focusing on early childhood education, In Kindergarten will be 

distributed free to every child registered to enter kindergarten in Berkshire County 

starting this year. Publication of the book was funded in part by Berkshire Bank. 

In Kindergarten is intended to be fun and educational at the same time. The 

book includes coloring pages, tracing pages, and even two pages of stickers – all 

designed to give children and their caregivers tools to help children be aware of and 

comfortable about attending kindergarten. The book also includes checklists for 

children and parents, a calendar of activities that will help children prepare for entering 

school, and a list of suggested books and authors appropriate for kindergarten-age 

youngsters. 

The In Kindergarten book was created by Berkshire Museum’s Education and 

Public Program Manager Craig Langlois in partnership with a team of community 

advisors to ensure it would be appropriate for incoming kindergarteners and their 

families. Core team members included Sue Doucette, Early Childhood Coordinator for 

Pittsfield Public Schools, and Melissa Zepka, Literacy Specialist Family Resource Center, 

Child Care of the Berkshires, Inc. Along with other members of Pittsfield’s Transition 

Team, a volunteer group of kindergarten teachers, early childhood professionals, social 



workers, and community advocates dedicated to preparing children for school, they 

are now helping distribute In Kindergarten to the nearly 1,500 incoming kindergarteners 

across Berkshire county. 

The colorful and engaging book was designed and illustrated by Amanda Bettis, 

Kimberly Donoughe, and Deirdre Tenero of Studio Two in Lenox.  

For more than two years, the Museum has been developing the WeeMuse 

program focusing on early learners. In Kindergarten will be the basis for the WeeMuse 

Ready for Kindergarten event to be held on Saturday, June 28, one of the four free 

community events each year focused on early childhood learning. Other WeeMuse 

events include Science Night on July 11, Pajama Night on November 7, and February’s 

10 Days of Play. The Museum is also expanding its education and public program 

offerings for early learners and recently added an early childhood education specialist 

to the team. 

“Producing In Kindergarten is a perfect example of our commitment to use the 

unique resources entrusted to us to help meet community needs,” says Berkshire 

Museum’s executive director Van Shields. “We have always served families with 

children but, knowing the need to prepare children for success before they reach 

school, we have made early childhood educational programming a core institutional 

value. It is especially rewarding to work with community partners to address this need 

because, when it comes to education, we are all in this together and can’t move fast 

enough.” 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire 

Museum, a Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 

Saturday, and noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum 

members and children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a 

select group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 



Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and 

natural science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Berkshire Collects is on view through May 11, 

2014. Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is currently on view. Little Cinema 

is open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and 

other exhibits are ongoing. 
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