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Berkshire Music School presents Carnival of the Animals at 

Berkshire Museum 

Family friendly concert includes Museum admission 

 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] ― The Berkshire Music School will present Carnival of the Animals 

by Camille Saint-Saëns in concert at the Berkshire Museum on Monday, February 17, 

and Thursday, February 20, at 1 p.m. 

Berkshire Music School students and faculty members will perform Saint-Saëns’ 

popular tribute to the world of animals, a whimsical and humorous musical suite of 

fourteen movements that is sure to delight the whole family. After the 30-minute 

performance, audience members can use their programs as a guide, exploring the 

Museum to find examples of all the animals portrayed in the music.  

Tickets are $15 adult, $8 child, Museum members $5 adult, $3 child, and children 

3 and under free. The ticket includes Museum admission.  

Camille Saint-Saëns (1835 - 1921) was a French composer of orchestral and 

chamber music. Following a disastrous concert tour of Germany in 1885–86, Saint-Saëns 

withdrew to a small Austrian village, where he composed The Carnival of the Animals in 

February 1886. From the beginning, Saint-Saëns regarded the work as a piece of fun. 

Saint-Saëns did specify in his will that the work should be published posthumously. 

Following his death in December 1921, the work was published by Durand in Paris in 

April 1922, and the first public performance was given on February 25, 1922. 

Carnival has since become one of Saint-Saëns's best-known works, played by the 

original eleven instrumentalists, or more often with the full string section of an orchestra. 

The version performed at the Berkshire Museum in February is orchestrated for two 



pianos, a string ensemble, clarinet and flute. Performers are either faculty or advanced 

students from Berkshire Music School, and poems of Ogden Nash will be read between 

movements. Each movement depicts various animals such as lions, hens, an elephant, 

swan, kangaroos, fish in an aquarium, and fossils. 

This program is supported in part by grants from the Pittsfield, Dalton and Lenox 

Cultural Councils, local agencies which are supported by the Massachusetts Cultural 

Council, a state agency. 

For more information about the Berkshire Music School, visit 

www.berkshiremusicschool.org. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire 

Museum, a Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 

Saturday, and noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum 

members and children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a 

select group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and 

natural science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. 

Berkshire Collects is on view through May 11, 2014. Objectify: A Look into the 

Permanent Collection is currently on view. Little Cinema is open year-round. 

Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and other exhibits are 

ongoing. 
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