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Berkshire Museum’s popular Triceratops  

moves to Berkshire Athenaeum 

 

[Pittsfield, Mass.] – Uncle Beazley, the Triceratops model that has long been a favorite of 

young visitors to the Berkshire Museum, will be moving to a new location at the Berkshire 

Athenaeum between 10 a.m. and noon on Wednesday, October 22. The dinosaur, 

along with four smaller models, originally made for a popular 1968 film called The 

Enormous Egg, will be on view in the courtyard adjacent to the Children’s Library.  

 

About Uncle Beazley 

On the evening of April 18, 1968, an estimated 32 million people tuned in to watch The 

Enormous Egg, a television adaptation of Oliver Butterworth’s 1956 book by the same 

name. In the story, a boy discovers a huge egg which hatches into a baby Triceratops, 

which he names Uncle Beazley.   

 

Five fiberglass models plus a full-size model, made by Louis Paul Jonas Studio in Hudson, 

N.Y., were used in the National Broadcasting Co. production. The five smaller models 

were donated to the Berkshire Museum in 1979 by George A. Heinemann, a producer 

of the show. The 25’ long full-size model was donated to the Smithsonian by the Sinclair 

Oil Company (known for their dinosaur logo) and has had many homes over the years, 

most recently at the National Zoo.   

 

The five models given to the Berkshire Museum illustrate the story of The Enormous Egg 

from egg to adolescent dinosaur. Two of the models, the largest affectionately known 

by visitors and Museum staff as “Uncle Beazley,” have most recently called the 

Museum’s “Dino Dig” home. The others have remained in collections storage. With the 
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opening of the Museum’s Spark!Lab in October of this year, Uncle Beazley and his 

accompanying friends will be moving to a new location in the children’s section of the 

Berkshire Athenaeum. Here they will all be together again and on display until 2016.  

 

About the Artist: Louis Paul Jonas 

After attending art school in Budapest, Louis Paul Jonas (1894-1971) began working at 

his brother’s taxidermy studio in Denver, CO, at the age of 14. He later moved to New 

York City, where he studied under Carl Akeley, an internationally renowned naturalist, 

animal sculptor, and taxidermist. Together they created the African Elephant Group at 

the American Museum of Natural History. After serving in the First World War, Jonas 

worked on installations at the Natural History Museum and the Denver Museum of 

Natural History and exhibited sculptures at the National Academy of Design. In 1939, 

Jonas decided to focus on sculpture and gave up taxidermy. He also created 9 

dinosaurs for the Sinclair Oil Co. exhibit at the 1964 New York’s World Fair and the 

fourteen dioramas in the Berkshire Museum “World in Miniature” exhibition. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is 

currently on view. Spark!Lab, the hands-on creative laboratory developed at the 

Smithsonian Institution by the Lemelson Center for the Study of Invention and Innovation 
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at the National Museum of American History (NMAH), is on view through 2016. Little 

Cinema is open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, 

Aquarium, and other exhibits are ongoing. 
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