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Berkshire Museum’s Little Cinema Presents Mona Lisa Is 

Missing: The True Story of the Man Who Stole the 

Masterpiece 

Event includes a Q&A session after the film with the director 

 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] ― Berkshire Museum’s Little Cinema will present the Berkshire premier of 

the feature-length documentary Mona Lisa is Missing: The True Story of the Man Who 

Stole the Masterpiece on Thursday, June 19, at 7 p.m. followed by a Q&A session with 

the film’s director Joe Medeiros. Tickets are $7.50 for general admission; $5 for Museum 

members.   

 

The Mona Lisa was stolen? Bet you didn’t know that! Writer/director Joe Medeiros, fresh 

out of Temple University Film School, didn’t know that either until in 1976 he read a single 

sentence in a book about Leonardo da Vinci: “On August 21, 1911 an Italian mason 

stole the Mona Lisa and took her to Italy.” Medeiros wanted to write a screenplay 

about the theft of the Mona Lisa and the thief, Vincenzo Peruggia, but failed, because 

no account of the theft pointed to a clear motivation for Peruggia’s unthinkable act, or 

his decision to return the Mona Lisa to Florence in December 1913. 

 

For 32 years, Medeiros, who became a writer for Jay Leno and for 16 years was the 

head writer of The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, continued to spend his free time on his 

obsession to bring the Mona Lisa theft story to the big screen. In 2008, on Medeiros 

revisiting the story once again, a search for new information popped up a surprising 

find: Vincenzo Peruggia’s only child, 84-year-old Celestina, was alive and living in Italy.  

 

Medeiros and his wife, film producer Justine Mestichelli Medeiros, decided to make a 

documentary. They traveled to Italy where Medeiros and his researchers looked 

through thousands of documents in the French and Italian national archives, 
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interviewed Louvre and Uffizi officials, and gained unprecedented access to the 

museums and to leading art and art crimes experts all over the world. Finally in the 

Florence State Archives, Medeiros found the missing piece – Peruggia’s true motive for 

stealing the Mona Lisa. 

 

Loren King of The Boston Globe says Mona Lisa is Missing is “… humorous, fast-paced, 

and entertaining.” For more information about the film and the history behind it, visit the 

movie’s website, www.monalisamissing.com. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., the Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13 adult, $6 child; Museum members and 

children age 3 and under enjoy free admission. For more information, visit 

www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 413.443.7171.  

 

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Butterflies is on view now until September 1, 2014. 

Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is currently on view. Little Cinema is 

open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and 

other exhibits are ongoing. 
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