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Berkshire Museum presents Welcome to Kindergarten 

This afternoon of Kindergarten readiness for parents and 

children is free and open to the community 

 

[PITTSFIELD, MA] ― Celebrate getting ready for that first exciting day at Kindergarten at 

the Berkshire Museum on Saturday, June 28, 2014, during WeeMuse: Welcome to 

Kindergarten, from 1 to 3 p.m. Presented in partnership with Pittsfield’s Transition Team, 

the event is free and open to the community. 

Designed for children to experience with their parents or caregivers, children getting 

ready to start Kindergarten can try taking a ride on a school bus or packing their 

backpack. Welcome to Kindergarten is an opportunity to take the “jitters” or anxiety 

some children may feel about starting school. Activities include model classrooms and 

activities that invite children and their parents to have a typical kindergarten 

experience. Adults can ask education staff questions they may have about the 

kindergarten registration process, child development milestones, and how to help their 

child be ready for school. Special performances, guests, and activities for the whole 

family will be part of the event. 

For more than two years, the Museum has been developing the WeeMuse program 

focusing on early learners. As part of the WeeMuse program, the Museum has recently 

published In Kindergarten, a new book designed to help families prepare their children 

for the important and exciting transition to kindergarten. In Kindergarten will be 

distributed free to every child registered to enter kindergarten in Berkshire County 

starting this year. Publication of the book was funded in part by Berkshire Bank. 
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WeeMuse is just one component of the educational programming at the Berkshire 

Museum, a Smithsonian Affiliate in Western Massachusetts. The exceptional educational 

programs already in place at the Museum provide more than 16,000 educational 

experiences for students and teachers each year.  

Developed in collaboration with key community partners including Berkshire County 

Head Start and Pittsfield’s Transition Team, made up of early childhood educators and 

childcare providers dedicated to helping children get ready for school, WeeMuse 

serves pre-school children and their families in Berkshire County. WeeMuse places a 

strong emphasis on literacy skills.  

In addition to core WeeMuse projects such as creation of a year-round early childhood 

curriculum and professional development workshops for teachers, several community 

outreach events are planned. WeeMuse: Night of Science will be held Friday, July 11, 

from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., WeeMuse: Pajama Night will return in November; and WeeMuse 

10 Days of Play will be back in February 2015. 

 

About the Berkshire Museum 

Located in downtown Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at 39 South St., Berkshire Museum, a 

Smithsonian Affiliate, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. For more information, visit www.berkshiremuseum.org or call 

413.443.7171.  

In association with the Smithsonian since 2013, Berkshire Museum is part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share the 

Smithsonian's resources with the nation. 

Established by Zenas Crane in 1903, Berkshire Museum integrates art, history, and natural 

science in a wide range of programs and exhibitions that inspire educational 

connections between the disciplines. Butterflies will be on view through September 1, 

2014. Objectify: A Look into the Permanent Collection is currently on view. Little Cinema 
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is open year-round. Feigenbaum Hall of Innovation, Worlds in Miniature, Aquarium, and 

other exhibits are ongoing.  
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